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21 September 2018 
 
The Hon Kelly O’Dwyer MP 
Minister for Women 
PO Box 6022 
House of Representatives 
Parliament House 
Canberra, ACT.  2600 
 
Dear Minister, 
 
Arising from the 2018/19 Federal Budget, the National Foundation for Australian Women (NFAW) produced a 
document that took a gender lens to the budget.  In one section we looked at how women fared in vocational 
education and training, and were concerned that there appeared to be no acknowledgement by the Federal 
Government of how critical vocational education can be to the careers and welfare of so many Australian 
women. 
 
In particular we identified the following issues: 

• The targeted support of the Skilling Australians Fund for apprentices and trainees, without recognising 
that many of these industry areas remain male dominated trades. We acknowledge that some work has 
taken place around supporting more women and girls into these occupations, but believe that a lot 
more could occur, including through careers education in schools, partnerships between educational 
providers and industry/community, and increased support for networks that provide mentors and 
ongoing support for women and girls undertaking these VET courses; 

• The need to also provide funding to support women and girls undertaking vocational education and 
training in other occupational areas, particularly where there are skills shortages; 

• The need for the Government to recognise the important role of VET in addressing equity and social 
inclusion issues.  In many areas this will include supporting women from CALD and refugee and 
asylum seeker backgrounds and women with disabilities.  WAVE, as one of the member groups of 
NFAW has previously spoken to representatives from the Federal Education Department about ways it 
could support women with disabilities in VET courses; 

• The problems still being experienced by many women and girls who were caught up in the VET FEE-
HELP debacle, who were cheated of adequate quality training and have not had their loans forgiven or 
waived. 

 
Overall NFAW and the relevant women’s groups involved, see our Gender Lens on the Budget as an 
important document that should help to inform policy development in the Federal government.  As 
members of groups that represent women and girls in vocational education and training, we believe that 
there is a lot more that could be done to help address gender inequities, and that funding and support for 
VET is an important area. 
 
 We look forward to your reply.  If you would like to discuss any of these issues further, please contact 
Linda Simon, National Convenor of WAVE – lindasimon2@bigpond.com or Jozefa Sobski, Chair National 
Coordinating Committee WEL – jsobski@ozemail.com.au.  

 
Yours sincerely 

                                        
 
Linda Simon            Marie Coleman  AO PSM            Jozefa Sobski AM 
National Convenor WAVE          Chair NFAW Social Policy Committee         Chair National Coordinating  
                  Committee WEL 
                    
    


